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1. IN VERY LENGTHY LEAD EDITORIAL SUNDAY MAY 15 (FULL TEXT POUCHED 
TO ADDRESSEES), TAGESSPIEGEL EDITOR JOACHIM BOELKE REVIEWED, IN 
LIGHT OF BREZHNEV VISIT TO ERG, EFFECT OF QUADRIPARTITE AGREE- 
MENT ON BERLIN'S POSITION IN THE OVERALL FRAMEWORK OF EAST- WEST 
RELATIONS. BEGINNING WITH THE NEGOTIATING PERIOD ITSELF, 

BOELKE NOTES SEVERAL SPECIEIC OCCASIONS E.G. THE EEDERAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE "CRISIS" TOGETHER WITH ITS AETERMATH, 

WHICH DEMONSTRATE THE SOMEWHAT DIFFERING PERCEPTIONS HELD BY 
THE FRG, WEST BERLIN AND THE ALLIES AS TO THE POSSIBILITIES 
OFEERED BY THE QA EOR BERLIN'S DEVELOPMENT, AND ITS ULTIMATE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PURPOSE IN THE REALM OF THE FRG'S FOREIGN POLICY, SPECIFICALLY 
AS IT IS DIRECTED TOWARDS THE EAST. COMMENTING ON THE 
PRESENT SITUATION BOELKE WRITES THAT THE SCHMIDT GOVERN- 
MENT PERCEIVES THE PRESENT STATE OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS 
TO BE LESS SATISFACTORY THAN IT WOULD LIKE BECAUSE THE UNITED 
STATES IS NOT DEALING WITH THE SOVIETS FROM A POSITION 
OF STRENGTH. CONSEQUENTLY, BOELKE SUGGESTS, SCHMIDT 
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HAS FOUND IT NECESSARY TO ACT ON HIS OWN TO SOLIDITY 
HIS EASTERN ELANK. TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE SOVIETS, 

BOELKE SUGGESTS FURTHER, SCHMIDT HAS DETERMINED THAT 
BERLIN MUST BE REMOVED AS A DISTURBING EACTOR IN THE 
ERG'S RELATIONS WITH THE USSR. BOELKE CONCLUDES HIS 
EDITORIAL BY WARNING THAT ALTHOUGH SCHMIDT'S DECISIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO BERLIN MAY BE UNDERSTANDABLE, THEY SUGGEST 
A POLICY WHICH COULD BECOME DANGEROUS FOR BERLIN, PAR- 
TICULARLY IF THE FRG ALLOWS A ROLLBACK OE THE STATUS QUO 
IN BERLIN THROUGH A MORE RESTRICTIVE INTERPRETATION 
OE THE QA THAN THAT WHICH HAS BEEN PRACTICED BY THE WEST 
SINCE THE QA'S SIGNING IN 1971. 

2. COMMENT: BOELKE, WHO WILL TRAVEL WITH THE PRESS 
WHEN CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT VISITS WASHINGTON MAY 25-31 
(REF C), IS ONE OF BERLIN'S MORE ASTUTE POLITICAL JOURNA- 
LISTS. HE KNOWS THE BERLIN SCENE EXTREMELY WELL AND 
HIS SOURCES ARE THE TOP POLITICAL LEADERS IN THE CITY 
AND IN BONN. THE VIEWS OUTLINED IN HIS EDITORIAL RE- 
ELECT, WE BELIEVE, THE PERCEPTION OF THE CURRENT STATE 
OE EAST- WEST RELATIONS HELD BY MANY THOUGHFUL BERLINERS, 
AND TO THE POTENTIAL DANGERS EOR BERLIN WHICH 
MUST BE AVOIDED IE THE CITY'S BEST INTERESTS ARE 
TO BE SERVED.GEORGE 

LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGREEMENTS, PRESS COMMENTS, JOURNALISTS, VISITS, BERLIN OUADRIPARTITE MATTERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USBERL01 193 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78021 7-0472 

Format: TEL 
From: USBERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780526/aaaaawgo.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 78734698-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 USBERLIN 1 1 43, 78 USBERLIN 1 1 1 1 , 78 USBERLIN 1 1 68 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2596032 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BERLINVS LEADING POLITICAL JOURNALIST REFLECTS ON BREZHNEV VISIT, THE OUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND BERLIN 
TAGS: PINT, WB, GE, UR, BOG, (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/78734698-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



